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TESTIMONIALS. 


i. 

From  Edward  Berwick,  Esq.,  President  of  Queen’s  College, 

Galway. 

The  Lord  Advocate. 

Queen’s  College,  Galway,  September  9,  1868. 

My  Lord, — Professor  D’Arcy  Thompson,  who  has  filled 
the  office  of  Professor  of  the  Greek  Languages  and  Literature 
in  this  College  for  the  last  four  years,  wishes  me  to  state  to 
your  lordship  my  opinion  of  the  manner  in  which  he  has 
discharged  the  duties  of  his  office. 

It  would  he  presumptuous  as  well  as  unnecessary  in  me 
to  speak  of  his  scholarship  so  well  known  and  appreciated 
by  the  entire  public,  but  I  can  speak  with  perfect  knowledge 
and  confidence  of  the  diligence  and  devotion  to  the  interests 
of  his  pupils  and  of  the  college  that  have  signalized  his 
conduct,  and  of  the  progress  made  by  the  classes  under  his 
tuition,  and  of  the  affection  with  which  they  regard  him. 

Permit  me  to  add  that  Professor  Thompson  is  much 
esteemed  by  the  entire  collegiate  body,  and,  much  as  we 
may  all  rejoice  at  any  change  that  may  improve  his  situa¬ 
tion,  we  shall  all  consider  his  departure  from  our  college  as 
a  loss  of  one  of  its  chief  supports  and  attractions. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordship’s  obedient 
servant, 


EDWARD  BERWICK,  President. 


(t 


II. 

From  Thomas  Moffett,  ll.d.,  Professor  of  English  History  and 

Literature,  and  of  Mental  Science,  Queen’s  College,  Galway; 

and  Member  of  the  Senate  of  the  Queen’s  University. 

The  Eight  Hon.  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland. 

September  19,  1868. 

My  Lord, — The  interest  I  feel  in  the  subject  of  education, 
and  my  strong  desire  to  bear  testimony  in  favour  of  an 
eminently  deserving  man,  who  is  candidate  for  the  Chair  of 
Humanity  at  Aberdeen,  induce  me  to  take  the  liberty  of 
directly  addressing  you. 

To  express  an  opinion  with  regard  to  Professor  D’Arcy 
Thompsons  attainments  as  a  scholar  would  be  superfluous ; 
suffice  it  to  say,  I  have  met  with  few  persons  who  seemed 
to  me  to  be  equally  familiar  with  the  vast  and  varied  range 
of  ancient  and  modern  literature.  But  ability  to  teach  and 
to  train  the  minds  of  students  appears  to  me  a  much  more 
important  qualification  for  the  office  of  a  professor  than 
erudition  however  profound ;  and  I  am  enabled  to  state 
that,  ever  since  Professor  Thompson  became  connected  with 
this  college,  he  has  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  exhibited 
an  energy  and  ardour  amounting  to  enthusiasm,  but  always 
guided  and  regulated  by  sound  sense  and  the  most  judicious 
methods  of  instruction.  He  is  equally  indefatigable  in 
acquiring  and  in  communicating  instruction,  and  he  possesses 
a  rare  power  of  infusing  into  the  minds  of  students  his  own 
characteristic  spirit  and  tastes. 

I  feel  bound  to  bear  this  candid  testimony,  although,  both 
as  a  member  of  the  College  Council  and  as  a  private  friend, 
I  should  unfeignedly  regret  the  removal  of  Professor 
Thompson. 

I  feel  convinced  that,  in  the  event  of  his  appointment  to 
the  office  for  which  he  is  a  candidate,  the  Principal,  Profes¬ 
sors,  and  Students  of  the  University  of  Aberdeen  will  feel 
good  reason  to  congratulate  themselves  on  the  selection  that 
has  been  made. 

THOMAS  MOFFETT,  ll.d  , 

Professor  of  History,  English  Literature,  and  Mental 
Science,  Queen’s  College,  Galway ;  and  Member 
of  the  Senate  of  the  Queen’s  University. 
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III. 

From  William  Nesbitt,  Esq.,  Professor  of  Latin, 

Queen’s  College,  Belfast. 

Lowther  Lodge,  Balbriggan,  Sept.  11,  1868. 

My  deab  Thompson, — I  am  embarrassed  in  speaking  of 
your  candidature  for  the  vacant  chair  in  Aberdeen,  as  I 
feel  it  almost  presumption  to  commend  your  attainments. 
Under  this  head  I  will  merely  say,  that  I  share  the  opinion 
of  all  competent  judges  that  in  accurate  scholarship  and 
varied  culture  you  have  few  equals.  I  may,  however,  be 
permitted  to  speak  with  more  freedom  of  the  rare  devotion 
to  your  pupils,  and  of  the  stimulating  power  of  your  teaching 
under  the  most  discouraging  circumstances,  during  the  time 
you  have  been  in  Galway.  Of  these  qualities  I  have  had 
ample  means  of  judging,  as  well  from  direct  personal  know¬ 
ledge  as  from  my  experience  as  an  examiner  in  the  Queen’s 
University,  and  I  can  truthfully  say  that  I  have  never 
known  them  surpassed.  I  would  not  thwart  anything  you 
consider  for  your  advantage,  but  I  cannot  help  feeling  that 
by  your  transfer  Ireland  would  lose  a  rare  teacher,  and  I  a 
valued  friend. 

Believe  me,  dear  Thompson, 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

W.  NESBITT, 

Professor  of  Latin,  Queen’s  College,  Belfast,  and 
Examiner  in  the  Queen’s  University 
in  Ireland. 

Professor  D’Arcy  W.  Thompson. 


IY. 

From  Bev.  John  Hannah,  d.d.,  Warden  of  Trinity  College, 

Glenalmond. 

Trinity  College,  Glenalmond,  N.B.,  Sept.  19,  1868. 

I  have  had  former  opportunities  of  stating  what  I  knew 
of  Professor  D.  W.  Thompson  many  years  ago,  when  he  was 
elected,  with  my  entire  approval,  to  a  classical  mastership 
in  the  Edinburgh  Academy,  of  which  I  was  then  Hector. 
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It  is,  perhaps,  superfluous  for  me  to  make  any  addition  to 
my  former  testimonials,  but  I  may  be  allowed  to  remark 
that  the  now  long  series  of  his  literary  efforts  has  thoroughly 
proved  what  we  thought  we  foresaw  from  his  earliest 
compositions,  viz.,  that  he  has  a  most  unusual  mastery  over 
the  graces  of  style.  And,  as  he  has  the  power  to  write,  so  I 
know  from  experience  that  he  has  the  power  to  communi¬ 
cate,  and  to  rouse  in  younger  minds  the  same  instinct  for 
composition. 

J.  HANNAH,  d.c.l.  Oxon., 

Warden  of  Trinity  College,  Glenalmond. 


y. 

From  J.  L.  Hammond,  Esq.,  Fellow  and  late  Tutor  of  Trinity 

College,  Cambridge. 

Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  Sept.  19,  1868. 

Professor  Thompson  of  Queen’s  College,  Gaiway,  was  my 
school-fellow  at  Christ’s  Hospital,  and  my  contemporary  and 
intimate  friend  at  college.  When  he  took  his  degree  in  1852 
he  was  well  known  in  Cambridge  as  one  of  the  most  bril¬ 
liant  scholars  of  his  standing.  It  was  a  gross  injustice  to 
himself,  and  a  great  misfortune  for  his  college,  that  he  was 
not  immediately  elected  to  a  fellowship,  in  which  case  the 
University  of  Cambridge  would  most  probably  have  had 
the  advantage  of  his  educational  services.  As  it  was,  Mr. 
Thompson  became  engaged  in  tuition  elsewhere,  first  at  the 
Edinburgh  Academy  and  afterwards  in  his  present  post  at 
Galway.  He  is  a  man  of  great  originality,  energetic  and 
independent,  and  I  have  heard  him  spoken  of  in  high  terms 
as  a  teacher  and  a  lecturer.  His  experience  has  been  just 
such  as  would  especially  fit  him  for  the  vacant  chair  at 
Aberdeen. 

Mr.  Thompson  has  found  time  amidst  his  professional 
avocations  to  publish  several  works  more  or  less  educational 
in  their  character.  He  has  devoted  himself  a  good  deal  to 
the  useful  task  of  translating  ancient  authors,  and  his  per- 
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formances  in  that  particular  line  are  not  only  distinguished 
by  scholarship  of  a  high  order,  but  also  by  a  heartiness  of 
tone  and  expression,  which  proves  how  anxious  he  is  to 
impart  to  others  the  beauties  he  so  thoroughly  enjoys  and 
appreciates  himself. 

J.  LEMPKIERE  HAMMOND,  m.a., 

Fellow  and  late  Tutor. 


VI. 

From  W.  W.  Goodwin,  Esq.,  Eliot  Professor  of  Greek,  Harvard 

College,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  TJ.S. 

Interlachen,  September  14,  186S. 

Hearing  that  Professor  D’Arcy  W.  Thompson  is  a  candi¬ 
date  for  the  Chair  of  Humanity  at  Aberdeen,  I  cannot  resist 
the  temptation  to  record  my  transatlantic  testimony  to  his 
merits.  Professor  Thompson  was  well  known  to  American 
scholars  by  his  writings  before  he  visited  our  country,  and 
the  high  estimation  in  which  his  scholarship  and  his  enthu¬ 
siastic  labour  in  the  cause  of  education  was  held,  was  only 
confirmed  by  personal  acquaintance  and  by  hearing  his 
lectures  and  addresses. 

I  feel  that  I  have  had  abundant  opportunity  for  judging 
of  Professor  Thompson’s  classical  scholarship,  and  of  his 
power  of  communicating  his  knowledge  to  others.  His 
scholarship  is  broad  and  elegant,  and  he  has  given  abundant 
proof  of  it  in  his  writings.  I  have  often  wondered  at  his 
success  in  addressing  a  large  audience,  and  at  his  power  of 
commanding  their  attention.  I  think  no  one  who  has  heard 
him  can  have  any  doubt  of  his  eminent  fitness  for  such  a 
Professorship  as  that  which  is  now  to  be  filled,  and  his 
appointment  would  be  hailed  with  delight  by  many  friends 
in  America,  who  would  feel  the  greatest  confidence  in  his 
success. 

W.  W.  GOODWIN, 

Eliot  Professor  of  Greek  Literature,  Harvard  College, 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  United  States  of  America. 
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VII. 

From  W.  Y.  Sellar,  Esq.,  Professor  of  Humanity  in  the 

University  of  Edinburgh. 

Professor  D’Arcy  W.  Thompson,  who  is  a  candidate  for 
the  Chair  of  Humanity  now  vacant  in  the  University  of 
Aberdeen,  appears  to  me  to  possess  remarkable  qualifica¬ 
tions  for  the  office.  I  must  leave  it  to  others  who  have  a 
more  intimate  personal  acquaintance  with  him  to  bear 
testimony  as  to  the  extent  of  his  acquirements,  and  his 
practical  success  as  a  teacher.  My  knowledge  of  him  is 
derived  almost  entirely  from  his  published  writings.  They 
appear  to  me  to  show  much  originality  of  thought,  feeling, 
and  expression,  fine  literary  taste,  and  genuine  enthusiasm 
for  his  subject.  He  is  evidently  a  man  from  whom  impor¬ 
tant  practical  improvements  in  the  method  of  teaching  the 
ancient  languages  may  be  expected,  and  he  is  sure  to  awaken 
a  living  interest  in  Classical  Literature  among  his  students. 

W.  Y.  SELLAR, 

Professor  of  Humanity,  University  of  Edinburgh. 


VIII. 

From  J.  K.  Ingram,  ll.d.,  Professor  of  Greek  in  Trinity  College, 

Dublin. 

September  21,  1868. 

I  am  glad  that  Professor  D’Arcy  Thompson’s  candidature 
for  the  Chair  of  Humanity,  at  Aberdeen,  gives  me  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  expressing  my  admiration  of  his  great  talents  and 
attainments.  He  has  not  only  an  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  ancient  languages,  and  an  extensive  acquaintance  with 
the  classical  writers,  but  he  shows  in  the  treatment  of 
subjects  connected  with  these  studies  a  remarkable  fresh¬ 
ness  and  originality,  which  must  enable  him  in  a  peculiar 
degree  to  engage  the  attention  and  awaken  the  interest  of 
young  minds.  In  grammar  he  makes  it  his  object  to  go 
behind  mere  technical  rules,  and  explain  the  real  mechanism 
of  language ;  and  in  the  study  of  texts,  he  aims  before  all 
things  at  eliciting  the  meaning  and  catching  the  spirit  of 
his  author,  thus  falling  in  with  the  best  tendencies  of  con- 
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temporary  scholarship.  He  has  also  that  wide  knowledge 
and  hearty  appreciation  of  modern  literature,  without  which 
classical  learning  is  apt  to  degenerate  into  pedantry. 

I  have  heard  Professor  Thompson  lecture  in  public  on  two 
occasions,  and  can  testify  that  he  has  a  thoroughly  good 
manner,  and  a  highly  effective  delivery. 

I  think  him,  on  all  these  grounds,  eminently  qualified  to 
fill  with  credit  and  efficiency  the  chair  for  which  he  is  a 
candidate. 

JOHN  K.  INGRAM,  ll.d., 

% 

Regius  Professor  of  Greek  in  the  University  of  Dublin. 


IX. 

From  Frederic  W.  Farrar,  m.a.,  f.r.s. 

Harrow,  September  14,  1868. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  testifying  the  high  value  which 
many  English  teachers  feel  for  the  various  educational 
writings  of  Professor  H’Arcy  Thompson.  His  distinguished 
career  at  Cambridge,  his  Latin  Grammar,  and  the  Greek 
and  Latin  Compositions  which  he  has  published,  show  him 
to  be  a  ripe  and  practical,  as  well  as  a  very  graceful  scholar ; 
and  his  “  Hay  Dreams  of  a  Schoolmaster  ”  indicate  a  method 
of  teaching  which  is  bright,  lively,  and  entirely  free  from  all 
pedantry.  At  a  time  when  the  belief  and  interest  in  classi¬ 
cal  studies  has  begun  to  wane,  it  seems  peculiarly  necessary 
to  secure  Professors  who  will  understand  the  true  objects  of 
a  “  Chair  of  Humanity who  will  combine  the  richest 
culture  of  modern  life  with  the  most  accurate  knowledge  of 
antiquity  ;  and  who  will  try  to  interest  learners  by  appeal¬ 
ing  to  their  quickest  sympathies,  as  well  as  to  supply  them 
with  information  which  shall  be  on  a  level  with  the  most 
recent  discoveries  in  Comparative  Philology.  In  all  respects 
I  judge,  from  Professor  Thompson’s  writings,  that  he  is 
admirably  fitted  to  carry  out  the  duties  of  the  honourable 
post  to  which  he  aspires.  He  has  proved  himself  to  be  a 
man  of  high  and  varied  ability,  and  he  has  improved  our 
system  of  teaching  by  drawing  attention  to  many  valuable 
but  neglected  principles. 

FREDERIC  W.  FARRAR,  m.a.,  f.r.s. 
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X. 

From  the  Rev,  B.  W.  Beatson,  Fellow  and  Classical  Lecturer, 

Pembroke  College,  Cambridge;  Author  of  “  Beatson’s  Indices 

to  the  Creek  Tragedians ;”  &c.,  &c. 

Mr.  D’Arcy  Wentworth  Thompson,  Master  of  Arts,  and 
late  Foundation  Scholar  of  Pembroke  College,  Cambridge, 
having  requested  of  me  a  testimonial  as  to  his  qualifications 
for  a  Professorship,  I  lay  before  you  these  few  lines.  They 
are  founded  upon  opportunities  of  observation  afforded  me 
by  his  being  one  of  my  audience  as  college  lecturer  during 
two  years,  and  his  delivering  to  me  weekly  exercises  in 
Classical  Composition  during  the  same  period.  I  consider 
him  to  possess  a  sound  and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  Greek 
and  Latin  languages.  He  has  studied  their  grammatical 
systems  from  the  works  of  the  best  philologists,  and  he  has 
noted,  as  he  met  them  in  reading,  idioms  and  elegancies  of 
every  kind.  He  has  read  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  all 
ancient  authors  of  the  better  class,  and  he  has  bestowed 
proportionate  labour  on  the  more  difficult.  His  compositions 
of  all  kinds  were  marked  by  unrivalled  correctness,  combined 
with  consummate  elegance.  His  Greek  verses  breathed  the 
very  spirit  of  Atticism,  and  I  have  received  from  him,  as 
weekly  exercises,  Hexameters  and  Elegiacs  in  Latin,  such  as  I 
have  never  known  to  be  surpassed.  He  is  well  read  in  the 
history  and  geography  of  the  Classical  times ;  and  he  has 
not  neglected  ancient  mythology,  religious  ceremonies,  laws, 
and  systems  of  philosophy.  The  perspicuous  and  well- 
chosen  English  of  his  translations  shows  the  extent  of  his 
reading,  and  gives  frequent  evidences  of  his  extensive 
knowledge  of  modern  literature  and  science.  He  is  well 
acquainted  with  the  leading  languages  of  Central  Europe. 

This  might  all  be  said  of  two  or  three  men  that  I  have 
known  as  well  as  of  Mr.  Thompson;  but  there  is  this 
peculiarity  in  him,  that  he  has  not  let  his  classical  studies 
be  relaxed  in  advancing  manhood,  but  has  been  continually 
improving  his  erudition,  and  adding  to  his  stores  of  infor¬ 
mation  of  all  kinds,  and  especially  of  all  subjects  pertaining 
to  philology.  I  have  seen  publications  of  his  recently 
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issued,  in  which,  with  more  originality  than  I  thought 
was  obtainable  in  these  later  times,  there  was  an  attract¬ 
iveness  and  a  power  of  interesting  readers  which  are  seldom 
found  united  with  so  much  depth  and  accuracy.  I  am  thus 
led  to  expect,  that  in  the  position  of  a  Professor,  he  would 
kindle  enthusiasm  for  the  studies  of  his  department  in  the 
minds  of  his  young  charges ;  and  in  exciting  them  to  extra¬ 
ordinary  exertions,  he  would  be  able  to  make  that  powerful 
appeal,  “  I  ask  you  to  work  no  harder  than  I  worked  at 
your  age.”  On  these  grounds,  of  his  sound  scholarship, 
multifarious  resources,  and  capacity  for  giving  interest  to 
subjects,  I  think  him  wed  qualified  for  the  office  of  a  Pro¬ 
fessor,  and  likely  to  maintain  the  elevated  standard  of 
Edinburgh  by  his  industry  and  efficiency. 

B.  W.  BEATSON, 

Fellow  and  Classical  Lecturer  of  Pembroke 
College,  Cambridge. 


XI. 

From  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Brown,  Head  Master  of  the  Kensington 
School  ;  formerly  Fellow  of  Pembroke  College,  Cambridge ; 
and  Classical  Examiner  in  the  University. 

Kensington  School,  London,  W.,  July  2,  1863. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  giving  my  testimony  in  favour 
of  Mr.  D’Arcy  Wentworth  Thompson,  M.A.,  of  Pembroke 
College,  Cambridge,  who  has  been  for  some  years  a  Master 
in  the  Edinburgh  Academy.  My  acquaintance  with  him 
extends  over  a  long  time,  for  he  was  one  of  my  private 
pupils  at  Cambridge,  and  the  opportunity  of  close  obser¬ 
vation  thus  afforded  me  enabled  me  to  form  an  opinion  of 
his  abilities.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  these  are  of 
a  very  high  order.  His  acquaintance  with  the  learned 
languages  was  even  then  minute  and  extensive,  and  his 


accurate  scholarship  was  assisted  by  a  corresponding  supply 
of  the  accessories  of  classical  reading,  ancient  history,  and 
geography.  He  writes  Latin  and  Greek  verse  with  much 
taste  and  elegance. 

The  praise  here  bestowed  on  Mr.  Thompson’s  attainments 
is  well  supported  by  the  results  of  all  the  University 
Examinations  in  which  he  has  been  tried.  Soon  after  his 
entry  at  Cambridge,  he  gained  the  medal  for  a  Latin  Ode, 
the  competition  for  which  is  open  to  the  whole  body  of 
undergraduates ;  and  in  his  first  vear  he  was  elected  Foun- 
dation  Scholar  of  his  college,  in  which  he  also  gained  several 
prizes.  At  the  close  of  his  career  he  secured  a  distinguished 
place  in  the  first  class  of  classical  honors,  thus  adding  a 
confirmation  to  the  opinion  of  his  previous  examiners. 

Since  he  left  Cambridge,  he  has  devoted  himself  with 
constant  zeal  to  literary  pursuits.  His  translations  from 
Greek  authors  show  a  perfect  appreciation  of  that  subtle 
language  ;  and  those  which  I  have  been  fortunate  enough 
to  see  are.  quite  sufficient  to  secure  for  him  the  reputation 
of  ripe  and  elegant  scholarship. 

He  is  well  versed  in  several  European  languages,  and  has 
a  scholar’s  knowledge  of  German,  French,  and  Italian. 

Mr.  Thompson  can  now  refer  to  several  years  successfully 
spent  in  tuition.  As  a  schoolmaster,  perhaps  I  may  be 
allowed  to  say,  that  the  acquirements  which  I  have  above 
described  would  not  fit  him  for  the  high  position  of  Profes¬ 
sor  of  Greek  at  St.  Andrews,  were  they  not  joined  with  a 
perspicuity  of  expression  in  communicating  with  others, 
and  an  energetic  character.  These  qualifications,  also,  Mr. 
Thompson  possesses  to  a  very  great  degree. 

I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  he  is  eminently  fitted  for 
the  appointment  which  he  now  desires ;  and  I  feel  assured 
that,  should  he  receive  it,  he  will  discharge  the  duties  of  it 
with  zeal  and  conscientiousness. 

WM.  HAIG  BLOWN,  m.a. 

Head  Master  of  Kensington  School;  and  Examiner  (1863)  for 
Classical  Honors  in  the  University  of  Cambridge ; 
formerly  Fellow  and  Tutor  of  Pembroke  College. 


15 


XII. 

From  the  Rev.  C.  E.  Searle,  Fellow  and  late  Mathematical 
Lecturer,  Pembroke  College,  Cambridge. 

To  the  Electors  of  the  Greek  Professorship  at  St.  Andrews,  N.B. 

Odele  Rectory,  Bedford,  July  11,  1863. 

Gentlemen, — Mr.  D’Arcy  Thompson  has  signified  to  me 
his  intention  of  becoming  a  candidate  for  the  Greek  Profes¬ 
sorship  at  St.  Andrews.  I  wish,  therefore,  respectfully  to 
state  the  grounds  upon  which  I  offer  testimony  to  his 
character  and  abilities. 

The  fact  that  he  was  at  school  and  college  with  me  for  a 
period  extending  over  fourteen  years,  justifies  me  in  saying 
that  I  know  him  very  well,  and  in  offering  you  evidence  on 
his  behalf. 

From  an  early  date  he  gave  promise  of  future  excellence ; 
for  his  energy,  resolution,  and  courage,  were  as  remarkable 
in  his  younger  days  as  I  believe  they  are  now  in  riper  years. 
I  am  obliged  to  speak  of  the  past,  but  my  acquaintance  for 
the  period  I  have  mentioned  was  continuous.  No  one,  either 
as  a  boy  or  a  man  whom  I  can  call  to  mind  out  of  a  large 
number  of  friends  and  fellow-students,  showed  more  power 
of  will.  His  zeal  for  work  was  quite  enthusiastic  ;  in  this 
respect  he  was  quite  without  a  rival  amongst  those  who  were 
always  diligent  workers.  I  need  not  refer  to  his  career  at 
Cambridge,  which  justified  our  high  expectations.  He  was 
there  counted  a  first-rate  classical  scholar ;  and  though  his 
honors  created  no  surprise,  I  believe  they  were  gained 
amongst  competitors  of  unusual  excellence. 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  Mr.  Thompson  confined  him¬ 
self  exclusively  to  classical  studies.  He  had  made  very  con¬ 
siderable  way  in  mathematics  when  he  was  at  Cambridge, 
and  his  passion  for  acquiring  had  led  him  (ten  years  ago)  into 
a  large  range  of  English  literature,  and  ancient  and  modern 
history,  which,  in  his  eagerness  for  self-improvement,  Mr. 
Thompson  has  since  of  course,  immensely  extended. 

Thus,  Gentlemen,  I  wish  to  state  to  you  my  belief  that 
Mr.  Thompson  has  very  ample  resources  at  command ;  and 
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with  his  clear  head  and  facility  of  expression,  his  presence 
of  mind,  and  dignity  of  manner,  I  fully  believe  he  would  fill 
with  credit  to  himself,  and  honour  to  your  University,  the 
Chair  which  he  seeks. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  E.  SEARLE,  m.a. 

Fellow,  and  sometime  Mathematical  Lecturer 
of  Pembroke  Coll.,  Camb. 


XIII. 

From  C.  S.  D.  Townshend,  Esq., Fellow  of  J esus  College, Cambridge; 
and  Classical  Lecturer  in  King’s  College,  London. 

To  the  Electors  to  the  Greek  Chair  in  the  University  of  St.  Andrews. 

King’s  College  London,  June  30,  1863. 

Gentlemen, — Mr.  D’Arcy  W.  Thompson,  m.a.,  of  Pembroke 
College,  Cambridge,  having  informed  me  that  he  intends  to 
become  a  candidate  for  the  vacant  Greek  Chair  in  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  St.  Andrews,  I  have  much  pleasure  in  bearing  my 
testimony  to  his  rare  qualifications  for  that  honourable  post. 
Mr.  Thompson  took  a  high  place  in  the  first  class  of  the 
Cambridge  Classical  Tripos  in  1852,  having  previously,  in 
the  first  year  of  his  residence  at  Cambridge,  been  the  suc¬ 
cessful  competitor  for  Sir  William  Browne’s  University  Medal 
for  Latin  Lyric  Verse.  The  year  in  which  Mr.  Thompson 
took  his  degree  was  noted  for  the  large  number  of  excellent 
scholars  which  it  produced:  at  the  same  time  Mr.  Thompson’s 
friends,  I  believe  I  may  say  without  exception,  considered 
that  his  position  in  the  Tripos,  highly  honourable  as  it  was, 
by  no  means  adequately  represented  his  very  remarkable 
attainments. 

As  for  myself,  I  may  say  that,  while  at  Cambridge,  I  had 
many  opportunities  of  becoming  acquainted  with  Mr.  Thomp¬ 
son’s  abilities  and  scholarship,  which  I  have  always  considered 
of  a  very  high  order.  His  compositions  in  the  classical 
languages  were,  in  my  opinion,  models  for  such  exercises ; 
and  his  power  of  expression  in  translating  from  these  Ian- 
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guages  into  English,  I  have  certainly  never  known  excelled, 
and  I  might  almost  say  never  equalled.  From  Mr.  Thomp¬ 
son’s  courteous  and  conciliatory  manners,  and  great  powers 
of  interesting  his  audience,  I  entertain  no  doubt  whatever 
of  his  notable  success  in  a  College  or  University  Lecture-room. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  gentlemen, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

C.  S.  D.  TOWNSHEND,  m.a., 

Fellow  of  Jesus  College,  Cambridge  ;  and  Classical 
Lecturer  at  King’s  College,  London. 


XTY. 

From  the  Rev.  J.  Lightfoqt,  Fellow  and  Tutor,  Trinity  College, 
Cambridge ;  Hulsean  Lecturer,  &c.,  <fcc. 

Trinity  College,  July  6,  1863. 

Mr.  D’Arcy  W.  Thompson  was  my  private  pupil  during  a 
portion  of  his  University  course.  I  formed  a  most  favour¬ 
able  opinion  of  his  work  at  the  time,  and  after  the  lapse  of 
twelve  years  it  has  still  left  a  vivid  impression  on  my  mind. 

Mr.  Thompson  has  a  genuine  love  of  classical  literature 
for  its  own  sake.  He  possesses  in  a  very  high  degree  the 
two  qualities  which  combine  to  make  the  true  scholar — a 
patient  exactness  in  the  details  of  language,  and  a  deep 
appreciation  of  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  an  author.  I  was 
especially  struck  with  the  felicity  of  his  translations  from 
the  Greek  and  Latin  while  he  read  with  me,  and  the  high 
merits  of  those  which  he  has  recently  published  cannot  fail 
to  be  appreciated. 

From  all  that  I  remember  of  his  abilities  and  attainments 
and  all  that  I  have  heard  of  his  subsequent  career,  I  cannot 
doubt  that  if  he  is  appointed  to  the  vacant  Chair,  he  will  fill 
it  with  honour  to  himself  and  credit  to  the  University. 

J.  B.  LXGHTFOOT,  m.a, 

Hulsean  Professor  of  Divinity ;  Fellow  and  late 
Tutor  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge. 
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XV. 

From  the  Rev.  A.  A.  Ellis,  Rector  of  Stotfold ;  late  Fellow  and 
Junior  Dean,  Trinity  College,  Cambridge ;  Editor  of  Bentleii 
Critica  Sacra. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  University  of  St.  Andrews. 

July  2,  1863. 

I  beg  leave  to  commend  to  your  favourable  notice  the 
claims  of  Mr.  D’Arcy  W.  Thompson,  M.A.,  of  Pembroke  Col¬ 
lege,  Cambridge,  who  informs  me  that  he  is  a  candidate  for 
the  Greek  Chair  now  vacant  in  your  University. 

I  entered  Cambridge  along  with  him  in  1848,  and  was  im¬ 
mediately  struck  by  the  vast  extent  of  his  natural  powers, 
which  led  me  to  regard  him  as  a  man  of  genius.  Subsequent 
experience  justified  this  impression,  which  I  believe  was 
shared  by  several  of  the  most  eminent  of  my  contemporaries. 

With  what  success  Mr.  Thompson  devoted  himself  to 
classical  studies  is  evidenced  by  the  high  place  which  he 
secured  in  the  Classical  Tripos ;  and  the  zeal  and  assiduity 
with  which  he  has  prosecuted  the  same  line  since  he  left 
the  University  of  Cambridge  must  be  well  known  to  all 
who  have  seen  his  work  at  Edinburgh  as  a  Tutor,  or  his 
elegant  contributions  to  classical  literature. 

Upon  these  grounds,  I  venture  to  recommend  Mr.  Thomp¬ 
son  as  likely  to  prove  both  an  able  Teacher  and  an  inter¬ 
esting  Lecturer. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen, 

Your  faithful  servant, 

A.  A.  ELLIS,  m.a., 

"Vicar  of  Stotfold,  Bedfordshire;  late  Fellow  and 
Junior  Dean  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge  ; 

Editor  of  Bentleii  Critica  Sacra. 


XVI. 

From  the  Rev.  the  Warden  of  Trinity  College,  G-lenalmond. 

Trinity  College,  Glenalmond,  N.B.,  July  2,  1863. 
My  knowledge  of  Mr.  D’Arcy  W.  Thompson’s  powers  of 
scholarship  commenced  when  he  was  my  colleague  at  the 
Edinburgh  Academy,  of  which  I  was  then  Rector,  in  the 
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year  1852.  Since  that  connexion  was  severed  in  1854  I 
have  had  frequent  opportunities  of  noting  his  educational 
progress  by  observing  the  success  of  his  pupils,  and  the 
skill  of  his  own  published  performances. 

It  appears  to  me  that  he  has  very  high  claims  on  a 
Philological  Professorship,  especially  in  Greek.  His  pupils 
used  to  learn  their  composition  rapidly  and  well.  His  own 
translations  are  singularly  neat  and  scholarlike.  Whether 
as  teaching  men  to  observe  the  niceties  of  the  ancient 
languages,  or  as  bringing  his  familiarity  with  classical 
learning  to  bear  on  the  improvement  of  an  English  style, 
he  stands  prominently  forward,  to  my  mind,  among  the 
nsing  scholars  of  my  own  acquaintance. 

J.  HANNAH,  d.c.l.,  Oxon. 


XVII. 

From  the  ftev.  W.  Veitch,  Author  of  “Irregular  Greek  Verbs,”  &c. 

7,  North-west  Circus-place,  Edinburgh, 
June  30,  1863. 

I  know  Mr.  D’Arcy  Thompson  to  be  a  man  of  high  and 
varied  talent,  of  great  general  attainments,  and  an  accom¬ 
plished  Greek  scholar. 

His  teaching,  also,  I  know  to  be  interesting,  sound,  and, 
elevating. 

In  his  social  relations  he  is  engagingly  genial,  gentlemanly, 
kind,  and  honourable. 

WM.  VEITCH. 


XVIII 

From  the  Eight  Eev.  the  Bishop  of  St.  Andrews. 

The  Len  House,  Perth,  July  22,  1863. 

Dear  Sir, — I  thank  you  sincerely  for  your  kindness  in 
sending  me  a  copy  of  your  “  Ancient  Leaves.”  Your  modesty 
has  led  you  to  suppress  the  word  which  precedes  the  quota¬ 
tion  on  your  title-page ;  but  I  am  sure  no  one  can  read  so 
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much  of  your  volume  as  I  have  done  without  great  admi¬ 
ration.  It  contains  abundant  proofs  (not  now  to  be  seen 
so  often  as  one  could  wish)  of  genuine  scholarship,  combined 
with  accurate  and  refined  taste,  and  a  more  than  ordinary 
mastery  over  the  resources  of  our  own  language.  I  shall 
be  truly  glad  if  the  excellent  specimen  which  you  have 
given  of  your  varied  powers  in  the  work  of  translation  from 
authors  widely  different,  should  meet  with  such  encourage¬ 
ment  as  to  induce  you  to  go  on,  at  least  with  Sophocles, — 
whom  you  have  shown  that  you  appreciate  fully,  by  the 
justice  which  you  have  done  to  one  of  his  most  difficult 
plays.  I  am  not  surprised  to  hear  that  the  Gaisford  Prize, 
for  the  last  two  years,  should  have  been  gained  by  former 
pupils  of  one  who  could  so  translate  such  an  author. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

C.  WORDSWORTH, 

Bishop  of  St.  Andrews. 


XIX. 

From  John  S.  Blackie,  Esq.,  Professor  of  Greek  in  the 
University  of  Edinburgh. 

University,  Edinburgh,  July  18,  J86S. 

Though  I  have  not  had  the  benefit  of  long  personal 
acquaintance  with  Mr.  D’Arcy  Thompson,  I  have  the 
utmost  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  high  character 
of  his  scholarship,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  judge  of  it 
from  a  poetical  revision  of  the  Sixteenth  Book  of  the  Iliad, 
published  by  him  in  a  late  number  of  The  Museum.  The 
pure  taste  and  fine  gesthetical  perception  with  which  this 
translation  is  executed,  prove  that  he  possesses  one  of  the 
highest  and  most  valuable  qualifications  for  the  holder  of  a 
classical  chair  in  a  Scottish  University.  For,  without  in 
the  slightest  degree  wishing  to  disparage  an  accurate  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  minute  points  of  ancient  grammar,  we  must 
bear  in  mind  that  in  Scotland,  at  least — whatever  may  be 
the  case  in  Germany — one  great  object  of  the  Greek  and 
Latin  chairs  in  the  Universities  is  not  so  much  to  train  a 
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race  of  curious  grammarians  and  erudite  editors,  as  to  stir 
the  sensibilities  and  to  educate  the  taste  of  a  large  and 
miscellaneous  assemblage  of  the  youthful  talent  of  the 
country.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  cannot  but  feel 
that  a  finely  cultivated  talent  for  English  poetical  com¬ 
position,  such  as  that  displayed  by  Mr.  Thompson,  is,  when 
accompanied  with  a  thorough  knowledge  of  Greek,  a  most 
valuable  qualification  for  a  Professor  of  Classical  Philology 
in  this  country  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  electors  will 
take  this  special  claim  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Thompson  into 
their  serious  consideration. 


JOHN  S.  BLACKIE. 


XX. 

From  P.  Guthrie  Tait,  Esq.,  Professor  of  Natural  Philosophy  in 
the  University  of  Edinburgh  ;  late  Fellow  of  St.  Peter’s  College, 
Cambridge. 

Greenhill  Gardens,  Edinburgh,  July  15,  1863. 

My  Dear  Thompson, — Of  course  our  Cambridge  friends 
and  others  will  testify,  if  needs  be,  to  your  scholarship. 
With  that  I  have  nothing  to  do,  but  I  can  testify  to  your 
great  energy  and  your  power  of  securing  the  attention  of 
all  who  hear  you  by  your  wonderful  command  of  English. 
I  am  sure  you  would  be  a  popular,  as  well  as  an  able,  Pro¬ 
fessor  ;  and  free  from  every  trace  of  pedantry.  Looking  at 
what  you  have  done  in  the  midst  of  laborious  occupations, 
I  think  it  probable  that  you  would  add  by  original  work 
to  the  renown  of  any  University  which  should  secure  you 
in  a  position  of  comparative  leisure. 

Ever  yours, 

P.  GUTHRIE  TAIT. 

D’Arcy  W.  Thompson,  Esq. 
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XXI. 

From  Alexander  Smith,  Esq.,  Author  of  “  A  Life  Drama;” 

“  City  Poems  “  Dreamthorp,”  &c.,  &c. 

July  21,  1863. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  D’Arcy  Wentworth  Thompson 
has  become  a  candidate  for  the  Chair  of  Greek,  at  present 
vacant  in  the  University  of  St.  Andrews.  For  the  last  ten 
years  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  Mr.  Thompson’s  friendship, 
and  during  that  period  I  have  encountered  no  one  who  is  in 
possession  of  greater  mental  force  and  ability,  and  general 
plenitude  of  gift.  On  whatever  intellectual  field  he  may 
chose  to  enter  he  is  certain  to  win  distinction  ;  and,  if 
appointed  to  the  vacant  Chair,  he  would  not  only  bring  to 
the  discharge  of  its  duties  rare  scholarship,  great  judgment, 
and  experience  in  teaching,  but  a  delicacy  of  taste  and  an 
ease  in  entering  into  the  spirit  of  the  ancient  writers  still 
more  unusual.  In  certain  of  Mr.  Thompson’s  translations 
which  I  have  seen,  the  Greek  thought  “breathes”  in  the 
English  words  that  “  burn.” 

ALEXANDER  SMITH. 


XXII. 

From  the  Rev.  J.  Grant,  d.d.,  d.c.l.,  Oxon. ;  Minister  of  St. 

Mary’s,  Edinburgh,  &c.,  &c, 

Edinburgh,  July  2,  1863. 

Dear  Sir, — You  do  me  the  honour  to  request  an  expres¬ 
sion  of  my  opinion  of  your  fitness  for  the  Greek  Chair  at  St. 
Andrews,  which  you  think  likely  to  be  rendered  vacant  by  the 
translation  of  the  present  occupant  to  another  University. 

I  can  have  no  hesitation  in  thinking  you  fully  qualified 
for  such  an  appointment. 

While  I  am  not  so  minutely  acquainted  as  some  of  your 
other  friends  with  your  early  training  and  your  career  at 
Cambridge,  I  know,  generally,  that  you  enjoyed  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  a  thorough  education,  the  best  that  England  could 
afford,  and  achieved  great  distinction  both  at  school  and  at 
the  University,  and  alike  in  classical  and  mathematical 
attainment. 

About  eleven  years  ago,  you  were  selected,  at  an  early 
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age,  and  from  an  exclusive  regard  to  your  character  and 
qualifications,  for  a  vacant  Mastership  in  the  Edinburgh 
Academy,  which  I  need  not  say  is  second  to  no  Public  Clas¬ 
sical  School  in  Scotland.  I  have  observed  you  closely  in 
your  discharge  of  the  duties  of  that  office,  and  I  can  with 
great  confidence  say  that  you  have  uniformly  exhibited 
all  the  qualities  of  a  distinguished  and  faithful  classical 
teacher, — one  possessed  not  only  of  ability,  extensive  know¬ 
ledge,  and  refined  taste,  but  of  the  art  of  communicating 
instruction  and  of  training  the  youthful  mind. 

All  who  are  acquainted  with  you  will  unite  in  bearing 
testimony  to  your  manners  as  those  of  a  well-educated  and 
intelligent  gentleman,  likely  in  every  view  to  prove  an 
acquisition  to  the  literary  circle  of  an  University  town. 

Of  your  claims  for  the  appointment  to  which  you  aspire, 
as  compared  with  those  of  other  candidates,  I  have  not  the 
means  of  judging,  as  even  the  names  of  such  competitors  are 
as  yet  unknown  to  me,  but  your  acquaintance  with  Hellenic 
literature  I  know  to  be  at  once  extensive  and  accurate,  and 
few  other  candidates  can  well  have  had  a  larger  amount  of 
experience  in  classical  tuition. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  exhibit  this  letter  to  anyone  who 
may  be  supposed  likely  to  be  influenced  by  my  opinion. 

With  every  good  wish, 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 
JAMES  GRANT,  d.c.l.,  d.d. 

D’Arcy  W.  Thompson,  m.a. 


XXIII. 

Prom  J.  C.  Shairp,  Esq.,  Professor  of  Humanity  in  the 
University  of  St.  Andrews. 

Killiechassie,  Dunkeld,  August  9th. 

Mr.  D’Arcy  Thompson’s  pupils  who  have  come  from  time 
to  time  from  the  Edinburgh  Academy  to  St.  Andrew’s,  have 
always  brought  with  them  a  peculiar  admiration  of  their 
former  teacher.  One  of  these  pupils,  as  I  have  frequently 
had  occasion  to  remark,  was  the  best  grounded  scholar  I 
have  ever  known  trained  in  a  Scottish  school.  This  has 


been  abundantly  proved  by  the  distinguished  success  which 
this  young  man  has  since  had  at  Oxford.  On  inquiry,  I 
found  that  this  admiration  on  the  part  of  his  pupils  was 
drawn  forth  by  Mr.  Thompson’s  possession  of  powers  which 
are  not  usually  found  in  those  engaged  in  school  teaching, 
and  which  do  not  find  therein  full  scope.  Proof  of  these 
powers  he  has  since  given  to  the  world  in  his  very  elegant 
translations  of  passages  from  Greek  and  Latin  poets,  and  in 
the  thoughtful  prose  work  which  he  has  lately  published. 
The  gifts  of  fine  imagination  and  of  delicacy  of  feeling  to 
which  these  works  bear  witness,  added  to  thorough  scholar¬ 
ship  and  long  experience  in  teaching,  would  seem  peculiarly 
to  fit  Mr.  Thompson  for  filling  with  distinction  a  Classical 
Chair  in  any  College  or  University.  For  the  interests  of 
classical  literature,  I  should  sincerely  rejoice  to  see  Mr. 
Thompson  promoted  to  a  place  in  which  alone  his  gifts 
would  find  full  exercise. 

J.  C.  SHAIHP, 

Professor  of  Humanity  in  the  University  of  St.  Andrews. 


XXIY. 

From  Pev.  H.  A.  Holden,  d.d.,  Head  Master  of  the  Grammar 
School,  Ipswich;  formerly  Fellow  of  Trim  Coll.,  Cantab. 

May  21,  1864. 

Dear  Sir, — I  venture  to  ask  you  to  contribute  some 
Greek  and  Latin  versions  to  a  volume  which  I  have  com¬ 
menced  lately,  and  to  which  a  great  many  eminent  scholars 
have  lent  their  assistance.  I  do  not  purpose  to  print  only 
translations  of  such  passages  as  appear  in  my  “  Silvula.” 

The  enclosed  verses  are  those  which  you  sent  up  as  an 
exercise  in  the  Classical  Tripos  Examination,  and  which  at 
the  time  appeared  to  me  to  deserve  great  praise.  I  should 
like  to  be  allowed  to  print  them,  with  such  alterations  as 
your  more  mature  scholarship  may  suggest,  together  with 
any  other  similar  Greek  or  Latin  effusions. 


I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 


D,  W.  Thompson,  Esq. 


H.  A.  HOLDEN. 


^Dublin:  Printed  by  Alexander.  Thom,  87  &  88,  Abbey-street. 


